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 Thank you all for being so patient and allowing the new dojo space to grow and 

begin its new journey.  I apologize for not publishing and sending out the past few 

newsletters.  I hope this did not inconvenience any of you and cause you to worry about 

us.  
 

 We had kept busy completing the new dojo and preparing for our opening semi-

nar.  We did not anticipate that moving into the new dojo would require so much work; 

when we finally moved into the new dojo it was just an empty space, far from finished, 

and did not resemble the old dojo.  It was, in a sense, a blank canvas.  We worked every 

Saturday and most Sundays for eight to ten hours each day.  The students really rose to 

the occasion and completed the dojo in time for the seminar in just eight short weeks.  It 

was a courageous and dedicated effort and I want to thank everyone who participated 

and donated their time and energy.  It is truly a testament to Sensei's teachings that we 

all worked together to see his dojo continue.    
 

 Since the moment Sensei passed away, life has been bearing gifts of life les-

sons.  We have made many mistakes, which demonstrates that no matter who you are 

and where you are in your life, you can learn.  The goal of life is not to make mistakes, 

but to learn from them.  Mistakes are the only way for us to grow as human beings.   
 

 The goal for the coming years as we move forward from Sensei's death and 

building a new dojo is simply one thing: training.  Sensei always put a great amount of 

importance on training and this will be our focus too.  He viewed training as a privi-

lege and something that one should not undertake lightly.  This dojo is not place where 

we indulge our egos; it is a place where we work towards cultivating ourselves through 

training into better human beings.  Please join us on the mat for training.   
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ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

Dojo General Meeting  

 

July 27, 2008  
9:30 AM  

 

Everyone must attend  

In This Issueé 



OHAYO GOZAIMASU: Good Morning  

Pronounced (oh-high-YOH go-zai-mǕs) 

 

Good morning.   

d 
 
Ohayo gozaimasu is equivalent to ñgood morningò and is in 

the politest form.  However, more literally you are showing 

respect for that person being up early.  Japanese tend to be 

very formal with people that they do not know or who are 

higher in rank.  Among friends it is ok to say ñOhayo,ò but 

there is a saying in Japan that ñNo two people are of the same 

status.ò  In Japan it is customary to say good morning to every 

person and give a slight bow.  The more formal the relation-

ship, the deeper the bow.   

 

On a side note: It is extremely impolite to say ñOSU.ò  This is 

extremely casual and considered rude.  It implies a certain 

level of familiarity between two people, which is not present in 

Japanese society.    
 

ACLA, 

 

 Thank you for always teaching me and being my    Aikido 

Center.  Iôm always looking out. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Steven Shaw 

Aikido 2nd dan  

 

 

 

 

 

Kenny & Kenny, David, James, & Tom 

It's been a long time. 

Remember me? 

(Louis) Sukkoo, Lee(attended ACLA 1987~1992) 

From a unexpected source, I heard departing of Furuya sensei. It is 

indeed a terrible loss, please accept my condolences. I, for one can 

testify the superb Aikido of Furuya sensei. There was none other that 

can even come close to. I greatly admired his insights and depth he 

held in Aikido teaching. It looks you all are doing very well carrying 

out his tradition, and I am glad to see the preservation of ACLA Aiki. 

I hope I can visit you guys soon, and pay my respect to Furuya sensei. 

Please tell me if you already are practicing at the new location. 

  

See yaall soon. 

Thanks & God Bless. 

Furuya Sensei and Ito Sensei, 

 

 I wanted to send a thank you note to you both, your students, 

and instructors.  I enjoyed my trip and visit very much.  Your dojo was 

very hospitable.  The environment was spectacular and give me a goal 

of what to work towards myself in the future.  Also, your students 

were very warm and I could tell they have studied their techniques 

along with the important aspects of dojo culture and that is rare!  I 

wish some time both of you would have the chance to visit Colorado 

either for dojo training or just to relax (sleep!) and experience Colo-

rado.  You are always welcome.  Thanks again for the gifts, food and 

training.  I will always remember my trip.  I hope I have the chance to 

come out to LA again.  Talk to you both soon and say ñHiò to your 

students for me. 

 

Andrew Blevins 

Chief Instructor  

Kiryu Aikido Dojo 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations on the opening of the new Aikido Center of Los An-

geles.  I am happy for you all.  I saw this card when traveling through 

India.  As soon as I read it I thought of Sensei and his great dedication 

to Aikido.  May his spirit and the spirit of Aikido thrive in the new 

Furuya dojo. 

 Best wishes to you all and may the hard work and determi-

nation bring success to you on the path of peace and harmony.  Never 

give up! 

 

Yours truly, 

Brett Rushworth 

JAPANESE  

LESSON 

DOJO CORRESPONDENCE  

Aikido Center of Los Angeles       www.Aikidocenterla.com 

Page 2 



Kayoko Fong Jared Page  Isamu Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Johan Kim 

Noemi Ho  

Dale and Derek Okuno 
Sophie Ibarguen 

Ashley Jiminez 

Armand  

Manoukian  

Samantha Mahon 

Brandon Meyers 

Kyra Page  

Tomi Okuno 

July Events é 
 

July 4th ééé...Special Class 10:15 AM 

 

July 26th ...6:30 AM Instructors Intensive 

  ~No Iaido~ 

 

July 15th ....deadline for article submissions 

 

July 27th  é.General Meeting 9:30 AM 
New Q&A section in the 

newsletter starting 

next month 
 

Please send your questions or in-

quiries to info@aikidocenterla.com 

and our team will do our best to 

come up with an answer.  

Nicholas Tanita  

Any contributions to the newsletter are wel-

come and appreciated.  Please share some-

thing that you think others might gain from 

or that you feel is meaningful.  We are al-

ways looking for new and interesting con-

tent from our members. 
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PROMOTIONS  
As of June 13, 2008 

 

5th Kyu  

Erwin Harianto  

Jason Markowski  
 

Childrenôs Class 
 

3rd Kyu (Blue Belt) 

Jonah Kim 
 

4th Kyu (Orange Belt) 

Jared Ono 
 

5th Kyu (Green Belt) 

Starr Bowen 
 

6th Kyu (Yellow Belt) 

Noemi Ho 
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